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SEC MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES
PURPOSE
The Sheridan Electric Cooperative Scholarship is designed to support students within Sheridan Electric’s service territory who are furthering their education by attending an institution of higher learning. 
Applying for this scholarship does not guarantee funding. Four -  $1,000.00 scholarships will be awarded. Scholarship monies will be sent directly to the institution of higher learning. 
YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE JUDGED BASED ON THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:
· 20% Academic Strength (as demonstrated by the rigors of coursework, GPA, and national testing scores)
· 20% Activities in School and Community, Awards & Honors
· 20% Employment, Volunteerism, and Community Service 
· 40% Personal Statement

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
To be considered for the Sheridan Electric Member Scholarship, applicants must meet the following requirements:
1. Membership Requirement
Applicants must be an active member or a legal dependent of an active SEC Member.
2. Academic Requirement
Applicants must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 and include official transcripts from Freshman through Senior year. If you are a college student, please provide most recent transcripts.
3. School Acceptance Requirement
Applicants must include a copy of their acceptance letter from their school of choosing. 
4. Recommendation Letter
Applicants must submit one letter of recommendation from their current school or employer.
The letter must be dated and signed. If you are a college student, your letter of recommendation needs to be from a college professor or current employer. 
5. Personal Essay (Minimum 500 Words)
The applicant must submit an essay in accordance to the topic provided in the application. 
6. Interview Requirement
Applicants must be willing to participate in an interview with the Scholarship Committee if requested.

SCHOLARSHIP ACCEPTANCE REQUIREMENTS
If selected to receive the scholarship, the student must agree to the following:
1. Student Identification
The student must provide:
· Their Student ID number assigned to them by their trade school
· The mailing address of the school’s Financial Aid Office

2. Media Authorization
The student must provide a headshot photo of themselves to Sheridan Electric Member Services and grant permission for Sheridan Electric Cooperative to use the student’s name, school, and photo in promotional, marketing, and media materials.

SCHOLARSHIP CHECK LIST
Sheridan Electric Cooperative wishes our students to be successful in all their endeavors. We want to be upfront about our expectations of our scholarships to ensure your scholarship application meets all criteria. Below is a handy check list to ensure your SEC scholarship application is complete. Any incomplete applications will automatically be rejected. Our Scholarship Committee, scoring rubric looks at school, community and work experience, considers your grades and selection of studies throughout high school, and is particular on spelling, grammar, flow and structure within your personal statement.  We encourage you to thoroughly review your application prior to submittal. 
[☐] Completed scholarship application form (N/A or dash if section is Not applicable)
[☐] Official high school transcripts (Freshman through Senior year) is included.
[☐] ACT/SAT score sheet is included.
[☐] Letter of recommendation from your current school or employer (signed and dated) is included.
[☐] School Acceptance Letter (if you have been accepted) is included.
[☐] Essay is on topic and no less than 500-words.
[☐] If handwritten; ensure it is legible, tidy writing. 
[☐] Have two people read through your application and personal statement to check for grammar,   
          punctuation, content, and to ensure requirements are met.
[☐] Signed and dated application
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